176                        Morals.

Bengalis have a proverb referring to the way in
a man should dispose of his income. He should divide
it into four parts: one part goes to pay off old debts ;
one to God; one is for. present expenses ; and one is
put into the bank, The interpretation is as follows:
one part should be given to parents in return for their
kindness and self-denial in the past; one part should
be given to God for the support of religion ; a third
part should be devoted to the ordinary expenses of the
family; whilst a fourth should be spent on the educa-
tion of their children, that they may be able to support
them when old-age comes. This is a more pleasing
proverb than the one which teaches that the "old hen
may scratch for her chickens; but the chickens never
scratch for the old hen." So far as my observation has
gone, the spirit of this proverb is manifest in the ordi-
nary life of the Bengalis. Parents are not suffered to
want as long as sons can support them. It would be
regarded as disgraceful for a man able to provide for
an aged father or mother, were he to allow them to
depend on strangers. In gifts to the poor the Hindus
are not lacking; nor do they come behind those of any
country in self-denial, in order that their sons may
succeed in life.